Celebrating Pentecost in a Small Group 

PREPARATION
You will need either some food colouring and a large container of water or an incense stick and matches for the word activity.  YPlease make sure the hosts are happy for this activity – They may prefer to do this outside or in the kitchen.
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WELCOME
Going viral
Share some examples of things which spread quickly and uncontrollably.
WORD
Talk for a few moments about the conditions needed for viruses to spread eg
· Contact with the carrier
· Right environment for virus to flourish 
· Lack of immunity in population
· Lack of barriers
Now pass around either a stick of incense or a small amount of food colouring  Mention how insubstantial it looks.  Either drop the food colouring into a large amount of water and watch it spead or light the insence and waft the scent round the room.  Note how it effectively permeates its environment.We
Read Acts 2.1-21
Do you think the people in the room had any idea how potent this event was going to be?
Using the Welcome “Going Viral” discussion as a springboard, discuss the idea of a “Christianity virus”
· What would be the symptoms of its spread?
· What environment would facilitate its spread?
· How could people become immune to it?
· What could stop its spread?
WORSHIP
Light a large candle to represent the fire of God’s Spirit. 
Ask the group to consider their own relationship with God and to think particularly about areas where they need the Spirit’s strength and help.  Encourage the group to clench their fists as they think about these things.  With their fists clenched read John 14.15-21.  You may like to play some music in the background as you do this.
Having read the passage, encourage the group to open up their fists and leave their palms open upwards as a sign that they want to give the things they find hard to God and to receive the peace and power that God offers through his Holy Spirit.
WITNESS
Pray for Five:  
Share how you have been getting on in your “praying for 5”  You may want to conclude by saying this prayer together 
Loving Father, 
in the face of Jesus Christ 
your light and glory have blazed forth. 
Send your Holy Spirit that we may share with my friends 
the life of your Son and your love for all. 
Strengthen us as a witness to that love as we pray for them, 
for your name’s sake. Amen.

Pray and plan
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Description automatically generated]Pray for local community events, future occasions for outreach and all who help to make those things happen.  Plan anything that you feel God is calling you to do together. 

NB – “Catching the Fire” is at the Cathedral on 19th May at 3.45pm.  More info at www.lightwave.community/catching-the-fire-pentecost
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